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January 25, 2022 
 

Re: Mask Wearing in Schools 
 

Good Evening Miller Place School District Community,  
 

As is the case across New York State (NYS), our district and schools received an abundance of calls and 

emails from parents and guardians responding to the recent Nassau County legal decision regarding indoor 

school mask wearing. Despite our best efforts, we may not be able to respond to each of you individually. 

Therefore, this letter is an effort to inform our school community and summarize the circumstances 

surrounding this decision and the speed at which the situation is still evolving. 

• Yesterday Nassau County Supreme Court invalidated the NYS school mask mandate requirement. 

• In response, the New York State Education Department, and New York State Department of Health  

issued statements requiring districts to continue following existing protocols as they expected their 

mask mandate to be upheld.  

• An appeal “stay” document was filed by the NYS Attorney General’s Office, on behalf of the 

Governor and Health Commissioner. The “stay” may take time to work its way through the courts. 
• When this information was confirmed this morning, the District sent the email to our community 

confirming that students and staff were given the option to attend school/work today with or without 

wearing a mask. We were legally obligated to do so.  
• At 4:00 PM today, the Appellate Division granted the stay that requires masks be worn indoors in  

school buildings by all students, teachers, staff, and visitors.   
• Districts are required by law to follow the Appellate Division stay requiring mask wearing. 
• As such, masks will be required tomorrow until further notice.   

• An additional hearing with the Appellate Division is scheduled for Friday, January 28, 2022.   
• The District will communicate further Appellate Division decisions as they become available.  
• Mask wearing on school buses is mandatory and required per a federal transportation statute.  
• Mask wearing at indoor school events, including athletics and tomorrow night’s public board 

of education meeting is required.  
 

We recognize many of us are exhausted from the constant changes in COVID safety protocols, along with 

the uncertainty that may surround each change – especially when they are unexpected and cause confusion.  

Thank you in advance for your continued partnership as we strive to keep our schools open for full-time in-

person learning.  
 

Miller Place School District Board of Education 

Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano, Superintendent of Schools  


